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of throwing down the book and reading no farther. I must confess that I felt a little disconcerted when I read this passage; but I was soon consoled, for, in a month or two afterwards, I came across another passage in the same Review which said3 "However revolting may be the accumulation of misery at the negative pole of Society, in contrast with that of monstrous wealth at the positive pole, this state of things must abide and grow continuously worse, as long as Istar (the dual Goddess of the Babylonians) holds her way unchecked,"
Surely, I thought, here is a case in which the Professor must have thrown down the Be view when he came to these words: but when I came to the end, I found that It was not the Review, but the pen, which must have been thrown down, for the article is signed *'T. Huxley." Can there be a more conclusive proof that there are a vast variety of facts outside of magnetism and electricity ? connected by an underlying idea, which inevitably suggests analogy to them, and which can be most conveniently expressed by the word " polarity " ? Words after all are only coins to facilitate the interchange of ideas? and the best word is that which serves the purpose most clearly and concisely, Thus instead of using a waggon load of copper, or the verbiage of a conveyancer's deed, to express the ideas comprised in such words as "theism," " pantheism," or "agnosticism," we coin them for general use, as Huxley did the word "agnosticism," in order to convey
our meaning.